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where others failed. Here, in order to emphasize
this great achievement, it is necessary to make one
of those odious comparisons. All will remember the
spectacular European tour of ex-King Amanullah, and
of his consort. Queen Souryia. King Amanullah took
stock of Europe much as did the Aga Khan in his early
travels, and he returned to Kabul imbued with the
same fiery zeal which had entered into His Highness,
When Amanullah looked upon the Muslims of
Afghanistan through eyes opened by European travel,
he found them in much the same state that the
Muslims of India were in when the Aga Khan made
his great decision to infuse life and movement into
^his countrymen. He said that there must be schools,
and that there must be advancement, and he was
impatient to see the results.
Above all, he desired to be king of an entirely
Westernized people. He made a fatal and theatrical
error when he attempted to anticipate the reactions
to his progressiveness.
The Aga Khan, when he first unfurled the banner
of advancement, told his hearers that popular self-
government was an ideal that was many generations
away. Amanullah gave his orders for new ideas
and for the general unveiling of women, and expected
his people immediately to respond and to assimilate
the new teaching in a night. The revered tribal
leaders must be fashionable, and ape those of the
West. He bade them forsake their picturesque
national garments and attire themselves in un-
becoming morning coats and top hats bought
wholesale from the merchants of Europe*